
Vote YES
to get our kids 
back on track

A Great City 
Deserves 
Great Schools

•  Our schools have the 3rd lowest teacher salaries in the 
county (all but Winooski and Milton) 

•  Tax rates are below statewide and county average 

•  Per pupil spending is below statewide and county average 

•  Our classroom sizes are larger than the county and  
statewide average.

•  Our schools prepare our kids to move forward in life 

•  80% of BHS graduates go to college - national average is 61% 

•  We have nationally recognized magnet schools that are 
improving achievement and equity

•   Our award-winning food service program provides 6000 
local, healthy meals a day; 60% of those served come to school 
hungry and have little to no food at home

•  Our schools are meeting the new world challenges of equity, 
diversity, and accessibility

•  Our schools are pioneering innovating learning through  
technology and the Partnership for Change

WHILE WE HAVE CHALLENGES AHEAD, WE HAVE 
MUCH TO CELEBRATE. SAY YES TO PROGRESS. 

Support Burlington students when you: 

1: Go to the polls on Tuesday, June 3, or 
2: Request an absentee ballot today from City Hall, or 
3:  Email bfoevt@gmail.com and we can get you an absentee 

ballot request form.

For more information and to find out how you can help support 
Burlington’s students, visit www.burlingtonfriendsofeducation.
wordpress.com or visit us on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/burlingtonfriendsofeducation 

Vote YES on Tuesday,  

JUNE 3, 2014

Did You Know? Our schools  give much back to our community and they don’t spend the most to do it: 
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The new budget includes a net total of 

$1.5 MILLION  in cuts.  
These are real cuts, not some “savings” and will impact 
every school in the district. They include:

This budget is a lower tax increase 
than the one in March:

The new budget accurately reflects the deficit incurred last 
year; a figure that was not included in the March budget. 
These cuts have helped to lower proposed local tax 
rate increase (from 3.1% to 2.4%) even though the 
overall budget number is higher.

Further reducing the budget does not bring accountability 
- only the school board can do that. They’ve moved swiftly 
to take control of the budget process, and are taking Mayor 
Miro Weinberger’s up on his offer to have the city help 
further improve the budget. That’s responsible.

A “no” vote still raises your taxes.  
It’s true:

A default budget raises the taxes 
on a $200,000 home by $153. 
This proposed budget raises taxes 
by $220. That means for $67  
[or less than $6 a month] we can 
protect our kids from truly painful 
budget cuts .

Voting no might seem like your punishing the Board and 
administration, but in reality it’s just raising your taxes, 
and hurting our schools with another $1.2 million in cuts to 
teachers, paraeducators, sports, and more.

20 para-educator  
positions 
($500,000)

$250,000 
in professional 
development 
and services

3 Spanish teachers 
elementary- and 
middle-school level 

($240,000)

Several Burlington 
high school teachers 

($300,000)

$120,000
in subsidies for  
students’ bus fare

$400,000  
in new spending to 
cover federal budget 
cuts to mandated 
services

$220,000 
by making a 1.5 % cut 
across seven different 
areas of the budget

Elimination of 

police officers 

in the schools


